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Member of PARLIAMENT | 
«ks . 

Have ſent you ſome Account | | 

; of the many Advantages that . 
would neceſſarily attend a EE, 

due Obſervance of the AG 1 
paſſed theHouſe of Commons, had it met 1 

— with 3 


Kan 


with the like e the e Lords, 


8 = "Fe cars, or am 2 1 in 2 
for them, by Obli 5 all Perſons hereafter to 
be choſen for the Commons in- Parliament, 0 
tale the Oath therein mentioned. 

The Proſpect, though I muſt conſeſs i it 
was at ſome Diſtance, of ſeeing once more 
the SubjeRt left to hin own volunta 

Choice of electing -whom he ſhall thi + 
moſt proper to repreſent him in Parlia- 
ment, ſo delight'd me, that I began to 
glow with ſomething of that Tranſport, 
which muſt unadvoidably have filbd 
the Breaſt of every true Briton, when a. 
Parliament had been choſen without 
the Influence of Money, or without 
Penſoners. 1 

As ſuch Repreſentatives could have 
nothing more at Heart than.the Good of 
thoſe Perſons whom they repreſent ; we 

might then hope for ſuch Laws as Would 
not only ſecure and enlarge our rade, 
che true Support of the Brirzſh > ation, 

. an entire e ee of thoſe Pla- 
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F by its benign Influence. The Merch 


* Side, A fo loud, 
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ces, PETTY by. their Situation, are of. 
the . utmoſt. Advanta e to us, in order ) 
to the Protection of che moſt ene 


Boks 


Part of it. 3 
In ſhort, Sir, the Adyantages accruing | 
from that wonderful Bill, Would have 


been ſo univerſally extenſive, that there. 


could not have beg L e Perſon in this. . ; 
Nation, but wo ſoon be inenlixened 


. then e ſent his Go 
to foreign Mar Without any pPPre-. 
ar ay of their being f. ſeized = = 
ed ; knowiag chat. ej had a S ar- 
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for ſome Time have been the Burden 
(for Want of Employment) Would 
then been the Advantage of the Brit . 
"Nation. . -- 
"And as the Trade of this Na ation would. 
be thus increaſed, ſo in a great Meaſure, 
- thoſe unhappy Diſputes which have ariſen 
among Priends at former Elections, will 
then be laid aſide: For no Perſon will 
have it to conſider who gives moſt, ſo 


every one may the more eaſily deter mine 


who is the telt to repreſent” bim in 
Parliament. 5 e eee e enen 
I hope you will erte my Warmth: 
ben vou conſider, that the Proſpect 
taking of thoſe Advantag s, which would 
_ ariſe 70 our Country from a Bill Which 
s ſo utexpe@dly* paſſed by a Houſe 
From whom'we expected 
nothin of that Nature, that I could 
nat et ein the leaſt Scruple of its 
met ing with a Sanction in the Houſe of 
Lords; and muſt” confeſs was ſurprized 
to find my ſelf «diſappointed, eſpecially 
that it Was not o much as erw 25 
8 mticely. rejected at once, notwith- 
Ros at wi advanced by ſo many 
e in its alf 21 of Wick | 


1 


was to the following Effect, which 1 3 
ſubmit to your Conſideration, vis. 
Becauſe all Objections againſt parti. | 
cular. Clauſes, i£9c. in the Bill, would 
have been properly the Subject of a De. 
bate in a Committee, and therefore it 
was with great concern that the ſaid 
Bill ſhould not receive the Countenance 
of a Commitment, when the Houſe of 
Commons, who alone it muſt immedi- 
8 had paſt it with ſo much ; 


ately affe 
Honour to themſelves. | OR ITE RES 


The Bill in Effect, ena ee 
new, but being only to enſorce the Ob- 
ſervation, and prevent the Evaſion of 
former Laws which were judged neceſ- - 
_ ſary for the publick Good by many fore- 
going Parliaments; but they would not 


determine upon publick Fame, or pri- 
vate Suſpicion, Whether theſe Abuſes 


and Evaſions of ſo many Acts of Parlia- 


ment had prevailed or not, but it Was 


evident they might be introduced under 
r Adminiſtration,” and that a 
Law which would prevent them effec- 


à4 CoOrrupr 


tually, as they believed the Bill ſent 
up by the Commons would have done, 


8 — not have. met with too great En- 
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couragement from that Houſe, and chat: 13 


it would be more to the Honour of that 


Houſe, to repeal the former Laws made 


Parliament except that 


” 


try, are improper, and if ever a oor⸗ 


againſt Penſſoners ſitting in the Houſe 


of Commons, than to reject a Bill de. 
ſigned to wm: Ta theſe Laws effectual; 
and that although this Bill tends to- 


reſtrain any dangerous Influence over 
the Houſe of Commons; yet it leaves 
an Influence intire to che Crowin, as 
will appear ſufficient; there being at 
preſent hardly leſs than TO Hun 


Members who hold Offices and: Em 


ployments under the Crown, as would: . 
have continued tu be Tenable by them, 


if this Bill had paſs'd, and the Power 
of granting Penſions for- Life to Mem. 


bers of Parliament openty: would have : 


ſtill remain'd! in the Cron. 25 


All Influènce over either Houſe f 

hich ariſes 
from a Senſe of thoſe Duries which 
we owe-to our King and onr :Coun- 


rupt Miniſter ſhould have the Difpo- 
firion of Places, and the Diſtribution a 
of Penſions, Oc. he may create ſuch 
an n as * deprive the 

Prince 


21 


prince 0 the great Advantag e "of | 


knowing the true Senſe of his Prople, 


and for the fake of an unworthy Ser: 
vant, looſe their Affections. 
And that when. National or other | 
Circumſtances expoſed the Crown to 
any new Danger,” additional Oaths of. 
Fidelity and Allegiance, have been 
iven by the Subjects, and therefore 
by parity of Reafon, 5 greater 
Security ſhould be now given to the 
Nation, by their NN for 
their fairhfut Diſcharge of the Truſt 
repoſed in them, the Truſt having 
become greater, 'by the heavy Taxes 
which have for . al been 
| regs laid by t Parliament on 

t 
But 2 theſe and many 
other cogent Reafong, as- thofe im- 
menſe Debts which have been con- 
tracted, and the vaſt increaſe of the 
civil Liſt Revenue, Sc. the Queſtion 
being put, whether the Bill ſhall be 
Rejected it Was reſolved” in the Af. 
 firmarive, © | 
T fhall take ins Liberty” of making 
ſome Remarks concerning the 115, O00. 
1 _ granted 


bs ; 


8 


granted, upon Account of Arrears in 5 
the Civil Lift Revenue. — 


* - 


I took Notice in my laſt of an AR pat | 


, _ _ſedinrhegth and roth Tear of the Reign 


of King William, wherein the Parlia- 
ment ſettled upon him for Life, for the 
Uſes of his Civil Government, a Sum cer- 
tain, or Rent Charge, of 700,000 /. per 
Aunum to ariſe from ſeveral Duties and 


| Revenues, and which, if they produced 


more than that Sum, the Surplus was to 
be reſerved for the Diſpoſition of Parlia. 
ment; and if, by any Accident, they 
ſhould fall ſhort of that Sum within any 
one Year, there was no Obligation on the 
Parliament to make good any ſuch De- 
ficiences; wherefore I have to add, that 
it is very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that ſuch - 
Surplus as ſhould ariſe one Year was cer- 
. tainly to be applyed to make good the 
Deficiencies of another Lear. 
I took Notice alſo, that by another 
Act paſſed in the 12th and 13th 
Lear of King William's Reign, the 
Parliament charged 192, 400 J. per An- 
num, by a Deduction of 3730 1. per 
Week, one of the Hereditary and Tem- 
porary Exciſe, Part of the Revenues 
granted to the King by the former * 14 


>] 7 ralagia* Sow: of Mikiey for the 1 
T1 Service of the Year; and then left the . * | 

af _ Revenues and Duties to the King, with- 0 
> out Account for any Surplus, as — 

on as without any Claim on the Publick _ 

"i to make good Deficiencies, ir being 

= 1 Judg u, at that Time, that there 

* was no likelihood of a Surplus, nr 
* ſuch a Deduction; wherefore the King - 
4 Was to take the Chance of the Produce EE... 
to | Of the ſame. . 

a. I believe I fully fatisfy'd you in my | 

y laſt concerning the Settlement made 

7 £7 upon her Majeſty Queen Anne for her 

0 _ Life; as like wiſe to the Act made in 

e. | the firſt Year of the Reign of his late 

T: Majeſty, entitled, An Att for the better 

h KH Support of his Majeſty s Houſbold, and of _ 

r. me Honour and Dignity of he Crows 


e of Great Britain, by which Act I faid” 
| his Majeſty is ro enjoy all the Civil Liſt 


TY Revenues, with 120,000. out of the 
h Aggregate Fund, without Account for 
le any Surpluſſes over and above 800, 000 l. 
2 however conſiderable. they may happen 
r to be in any Year; and yet the Publick, 
- by a Clauſe in the ſame Act, is to make 
8 good Deficiencies; or, as the Clauſe for 
t, I giving the 11 6001 has conſtrued it, 


335 ay Arrears of theſe * ſtanding 
Mo ES, our 


- 


78 pa it ihe chene. af | 
1 4 ®., Mw Do, to Compleat © Tae p 
ne 


Now 3 conſidering this Caſe 35 5 1 
a Deficiency: only, the Diſadvantage to 
the Publick appeats to me to be * LE 


/ 5 o you laſt; 3 28 for Inſtance, the Peg- 2 


e .caſtal and. real Deficiencies, but, hy - 
'-- . - the Conſtruction of the above Clauſe; 1 
they are obliged to Sari Whatever 
Bau is wanting of the full 800, 0 l. 
| _- .aQyally.ceceived into the Exchequer, 1 
the very Midſummer. Day. the Lear ends, 
: notwithſtanding. the Arrears ſtanding 
out in Bills of Exchange, Monies re. 
maining in the Receivers and Collectors 
Hands, more than ſufficient to male 6 
good this 80 . . 
Ee firſt Motion of 1 Secretary. of 
the J 
King, t the proper Officers might 
be directed to lay before the Houſe 
of Commons an Account of the Net 
Z the Civil Liſt Revenues 
woeithin the Year from Midſummer, 1328, 
_—_ over and above the- Annual, Weekly, 
or other Payments and ODEO 
thereon, and over above all < 


greater than what it did, when I wrote . 


ple are not only obliged to make god 


8 for an Addreſs to the 
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made by any of his Majeſty's Prede*. 
cefſors, -I think is a Thing of great. 
Intricaey, of which in my lat I gave 
you an Account in particular ot che 
Deſiga of that Metion being appre : 
hended by the Members of the Houſe _—_ 
Account that was brought in and figs 
ned by the Secretary: of the Treaſury, 
viz. the 11 5,000 f. granted ſor to make 
good the Arrears in his 'preſenc Ma- 
jeſty's Civil Liſt Revenues, is ſtated as 
_ a Deficiency; only. In the Reſolution 
and in the Clauſe of Appropriation, | 
it is called an Arrear; and an Arrear. 
to de replaced and refunded, which 1 
think is very hard upon the Puhlick, 
that they muſt be obliged to make 
good whatever Deficiencies. may hap» . 
pen thro? the Connivance of a Mini 
ſter, and then there was ſo for. from 
being a Deficienoy, that the Produce 
of the Lear was 912,639 l. of which 
ed in my laſt] was actually received , 
ia Monies in Lundon before Midjummer  _. - 
ſince 128,116 J. Loot 138,115 J. as I 
mentioned in OY! laſt] and. letr out in 
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1706, 165 l. as 1 mentioned in m ou N 
which, whenever paid, muſt $75 
E -. counted as the rue of the Year 
= —_ a paag 1 1757 to ee, 
= 172 
1 happened, not many Nights PRO 155 
in Company with ſeveral of the Mem- 
=. bers of the Houſe of Commons, ſome 
1 who voted for, and others who voted 
1 _ againſt granting the Sum of 115, | 
for the making good \ Deficiencies | in 
his Majeſty's Civil Liſt Revenues, and 
others who were abſent, through Buſi- 
neſs, when the fame was put to Vote, 
= and who had bought ſeveral of my 
= -- laſt Letters to yon, Which were print | 
cd at my Requeſt; whereupon -they 
began a/ Diſcourſe upon the Validity 
of the ſame; and when they came to 
that Part of it, Wherein 1 aid, That 
Theſe are ſuch Arrears 47 1 believe, there 
is not 4 May in ibe Kinodom but will . 
A2 ree, that the Parliament at the 'Time of 
5 . Paſſing "this Clauſe, neither thoaght - 5 3 
Fore ſhould be ever made good by the 
People; for theſe are ſuch Arrears, as, #5 
well knows, muſt be unavoidable to a cer- 
mi Degree in every Tear, and may, 41 
= - "0p" __ * — 7 « deſigning aid 
3 ID ney 
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corrupt Miniſter, to «ny Sum he thinks 


fit ; and this without appearing to give 
Direction: 40 his Officers ö of the | Revenu a, - 


but. 'by 4 bare, Conniuance only, by the 


Neglig oe: of 4 Tresſurer in not guicken- 5 


Tears, wholg Branches of the Revenue, as 


| happened not long ago, in the memorable 


Caſe of the HAwWxEERS and PEDTARS: 


o that let the, Net Produce: be Reue, 


nues be neuer, ſo great, theſe . pretended 


Arrears: are $0 hr, made good. le Land- 


Tax, or other Supplies of the Tear. Thus 


the well-known Author of « Pamphlet *, 


publiſb'd in the Tear 1713, may aſſume the 
Merit of having himſelf accompliſh'd what 
, then foretold, and ſeem d to appre- 


bend very mach; that à Land or Malt. 


Tax might be made at laſt an hereditary 


Revenue, for the Support of the Ho- | 


nour and Dignity of the Crown. 


They agreed, that my Remarks were. 
juſt and well grounded, and that when 


the Parliament met again, the Mem- 
bers ought, immediately after vagus 


an humble, dutiful, and loyal Addrefs 
to his Majeſty,” to give me Thanks, in 


a: % = -, «<4 


KG ih 1 K * . " 
S 2 bay - — 9 
7 


7 pans 
. 


i * 8 4 
n * . * - "— 2 
S F... ²˙ L A ee . k 
OTOL ne bins Ml the en 72 ea aro 6 9 4 ax = 
"II" o wy * d : 3 1 * a N ; WA i . 2 * > * * >, 2. * 


ide Pampblet, A ſhort Hiſtory of the Parliameng. 5 


a 


the moſt Publick Manner, for the Ho- 1 
WY I had done them in the ſame. 
Sir Francis Wennington's Speech to a 
former Parliament of Great Britain 1 
think carries with it ſuch an excellent 
Morral, and beſides fo nearly comes up 
to the preſent Caſe, I ſhall now men- 
tion it to you, as you may at any Time 
when you ſhall happen to be at an Flec- 
tion for a Member to ſerve in Parlia- 
meat, recommend it to be read by the 
Rerurning\ Officer to the Electors, be. 


fore Tee" e to _ their Vote 8 
or Poll. 0 5 | 
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\H E halt Houſe of Send 
| being ſenſible how narrowly 
* this Nation eſcap d being ruined by 
Sort. Monſters call'd Penſioners, 
Who ſate in the late long Parliament, 
had enter'd into a Conſideration how 

to prevent the like from coming into 
< future Parliaments; and in order 
. © thereto, reſolved, That they would 

© ſeverely. chaſtiſe ſome of loſe who 
2 had been guilty; and make the beſt 
Laws they could to prevent the like 
1 for the future: 4 for that Purpoſes f 


* 


i 5 
a Committee was appointed; of which 
Mr. Serjeant Gregery was Chairman; 

by Which many Papers relating to 
that Affair cæme into his Hands: 
Sir, I think: it a. Buſineſs of ſo great 
Importance, that it ought never to be 
forgotten, nor the Proſecution of. it 
defertid. I have often heard, that 
England can never be deſtroy'd, but 
by itſelf. To have ſuch Parliament 
was the molt likely Way that ever 
Was invented. I remember a Great 
Lawyer (aid in this Houſe, That it was 
debated in the laſt Parliament that 
it was TREASORN; and he gave 
many learned Arguments to make 
it out. Whether it be ſo or no, | 
will not now offer to debate: But 
I think, that when They, who are 
the 'Legiſlators af the Nation, take 1 4 
hBribes to undermine the Laws ane 
6 Government of this Nation, they, 
d ougght to be chaſtiſed as TRA TOR. 
lt was my Fortune to fit here a little 
While in the long Parliament. F did 
* obſerve, mat all thoſe who had Pen- 
© ſcons, and moſt of ' rhoſe who had 
+ Offices, voted all of-a' Side, as they 
* were directed: by ſome Great Officers, 
das exactly as if their Bulineſs1n this 
| TEL ES 7 66h | _ Houſe 8 
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3 3 
Houſe had been to preſerve their 
Penſions and Offices, and not to make 
Laus for the Good of them who ſent 
them here. How ſueh Perſons could 
any Ways be «ſeful for the Support 
ot the Government, by preſerving! 4 
fair Underſtanding between the King 
and his People; but on the contrary, 
how dangerous to bring in Arbitrary - 
Power, I leave to every Man's Judg- 
ment. They were ſo far from being 
« the Trae Repreſentatives of the PRO- 
pl; that they were a diſtinct, middle 
< Intereſt between the Ring and the 
People; and their chief Buſineſs was 
«to ſerve the End of ſome Great Mi. 
_ © ziſter of State, though never ſo pp. 
| © ſite. to the true Intereſt of the Nation. © 
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Ila my laſt Letter I gave you a Liſt of 
the Names of ſuch of the Members as 
voted both for and againſt granting the 
115,000 J. to make good the Arrears of 
the Civil Lit Revenues, wherefore in 
this IL ſhall give you a Liſt of the Names 
of thoſe Members, that ere abſent 
with Leaves, or Sickneſs, of particular 
Buſineſs in his Majeſty's Service, when 
the ſame was granted: I will not pre- 
tend to ſay any of them were away de- 


3 


* 
e — - 
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ſignedly, becauſe if they had been pre- 
ſent, they mult have been obliged to 
have done, what they ever after Would 
have been aſhamed of. (they full well new 
the. Conſequence elſe) in order to keep 
pace with another, whoſe. DAME: is al- 
ready as black as ĩt well can he. 
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